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RE: School Punctuality and Attendance
Dear Parents and Carers,

I’m sure many of you are aware of the recent news coverage regarding school punctuality and attendance. The concern regarding the drop in attendance, since children returned to school after Covid-19, has become a national debate.

Why has school attendance nationally dropped from the levels they were at before Covid?
There are a range of thoughts and theories including the possible change in perception of the importance of school, when many were able to successfully learn at home. The world has certainly changed since this time. As a school, we are dealing with a number of situations that are impacting on children attending school or arriving late.

What are the expectations of schools and parents/carers regarding school attendance?
As a school we have legal duty to speak to parents and carers if a child’s punctuality or attendance is causing us concern. Parents have a legal duty to ensure their child, of compulsory school age, attends school regularly, as they have chosen a particular school for their child’s education.

At All Saints, we are here to support families and any communication regarding a child’s punctuality or attendance is intended to be supportive. We fully appreciate that there are times when children will need to be absent from school in exceptional circumstances for reasons such as: sickness or ill health, medical appointments which fall during school hours, religious or cultural observance, family emergencies, bereavement purposes etc.

However, if a child’s attendance drops below 95% (10+ school days absence in a school year) it is a concern. If it drops below 90% (19+ school days absence in a school year) it is termed persistent absence. We will contact parents and carers to understand the reason for the absences, any patterns in the absences, and to offer support that is available.	

We ask that you take any contact from school regarding your child’s attendance the way it is intended, as supportive. Some parents become very defensive when contacted and state that their child can’t help being ill. That is not the purpose of the phone call. We are here to help and offer support. If you are contacted, it is because your child has had a substantial amount of time absent from school. We want to help improve the attendance and if appropriate, access services that may help. Families can be supported by our school nurse if a child has a specific medical condition, has had long term ill health, or has had a number of sporadic illnesses. We can also receive support from other outside agencies.

We are committed to promoting and modelling good punctuality and attendance, which is essential for pupils to achieve their potential. Poor attendance is directly correlated to a pupil’s level of success and development in their education.

As suggested earlier, we understand that there may be some parents who don’t fully see the benefits of school or don’t see the impact it has on a child’s academic and social and emotional development if they are regularly late or absent. Children being at home for a substantial amount of time during Covid, unable to interact with their peers, is a prime example of the negative impact this had on children’s social and emotional development.

It is important that we build strong relationships with families, and listen and understand the barriers to attendance. Good attendance ensures pupils reach their full potential both academically and socially, leading to positive life chances in the future. Please look at the poster on the next page to understand how the percentage relates to the number of days away from school. Staff at All Saints are here to provide positive support so please speak to us.

Yours Sincerely,
Mr Longworth
School Punctuality and Attendance 
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Tel: 0161 510 8000

Email: headteacher@allsaints.stockport.sch.uk
Website: www.allsaints.stockport.sch.uk 
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